AFTER  MOTHER   INDIA

are indifferent, if not willing witnesses to the
cruelties such as are mentioned in the letter I have
reproduced.1

Personally, I have ridden inside bullock carts, though
never in a city, and my own observations were of worse
things than tail twisting.

Yet the one book which attempts to explain away
Mother India's animal chapters does so by shifting the
blame, closing with these words :2 'The " quality of
mercy" is not altogether independent of economic fac-
tors and of government action and inaction.'

1  Young Indiaf August 3Oth, 1938, p. 293.

2 Unhappy India, p. 300.
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